The Great Commission- Matthew 28:16-20

Jesus is about to ascend to heaven and He gives his disciples their commission. 

To whom was the Divine Commission given?

- “Every true disciple is born into the kingdom of God as a missionary” (Desire of Ages 195).  
Are we all to be missionaries? How many of you believe this command wasn’t given just to the disciples back then, but also to us?

What does Commission mean? “

-  A group of people officially authorized to perform certain duties” 

Notice the word DUTY. It’s not an option to be considered, but a command to be obeyed. 

-  “The act of granting certain powers or the authority to carry out a particular task or duty” 

He doesn’t just command, but gives us the authority and power to accomplish the task/DUTY

I’ll give you 5 min. to read the text and think about the verbs- what do they tell us about the task given to us? And after that I want you to come and share what God revealed to you 
So I invite you to do this, read and write down your thoughts on the verb that stuck you most.

5 min. + 5 min. – them sharing

THE MIRACLE: I remember reading Matthew 28:18-20 this week and God revealed me something exciting I had never seen….
“…And Jesus came and spoke unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  Go (they were not to wait for people to come to them, but to go to them with the message) ye therefore, and teach (not just preaching (talking, sharing), but teaching: to cause to know/know how; to impart knowledge; to make sure the people you are teaching remembered the lesson) all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you (TEACH: to instruct by example/experience; they were to teach by their example; UNBELIEVERS READ THE BIBLE IN THE LIVES OF GOD’S PEOPLE; all things: does this include this command- the Great Commission? Often we think our main goal is to baptize people. But that’s not all! These people then should be thought to observe ALL that God has commanded us by our EXAMPLE, including the “GO” and “TEACH” and “BAPTISE” part. Did you know that the commission is not just about making disciples, but about making DISCIPLE MAKERS? Not an easy task, but God has given us His promise:)“and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”

Why was this work given to us? 
1. “There is no greater bliss on this side of heaven than in winning souls to Christ.” Evangelism 333

2. “God could have reached His object in saving sinners without our air; but in order for us to develop a character like Christ’s, we must share in His work. In order to enter into His joy, - the joy of seeing souls redeemed by His sacrifice, - we must participate in His labors for their redemption” The Desire of Ages p. 142
3. Each soul matters for God! (2 Peter 3:9) What’s the value of a soul? 

Look at the cross, and you will know how much a soul means to God!!!

“The relations between God and each soul are as distinct and full as though there were not another soul upon the earth” (Steps to Christ)
Did you know that He would have died even if it was just ME in need of a Savior! He loves me that strong! In order to know how much a soul is worth, how much God values each and every individual, we just need to look at the cross and see what He was willing to pay for me!

 “The world is perishing for want of the gospel. There is a famine for the word of God…” (COL) 

Have you thought what a day for God looks like? Seeing all the suffering- physical and spiritual… How many people commit to suicide because they don’t have hope, no purpose in life? In every 40 seconds someone commits a suicide- until 2020- one every 20 seconds. People need hope, they need the gospel, they need JESUS! They need someone to go and tell about Him and His love! They need… YOU!
How can I share? “I’m not qualified/ I don’t know much”:
“He who begins with a little knowledge, in a humble way, and tells what he knows, while seeking diligently for further knowledge, will find the whole heavenly treasure awaiting his demand. The more he seeks to impart light, the more light he will receive. The more one tries to explain the Word of God to others, with a love for souls, the plainer it becomes to himself. The more we use our knowledge and exercise our power, the more knowledge and power we shall have” COL- 354 
-Hebert, Joachim; 
Isaiah 6:8: “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I. Send me!" 
How many of you want this to be your response to God’s call? 

So, how do we reach people? 

What is the most important key to reach people? The number one thing in effective personal evangelism is being the person’s FRIEND; Simple- isn’t it? 
Friendship Evangelism
“It is through personal contact and association that men are reached by the saving power of the gospel. They are not saved in masses, but as individuals.” Thoughts from the MB, 36 )

A division president told pastor Finley about a Brazilian who brought 1200 people to Christ. 

You know how? It’s not preaching, it’s not even giving Bible studies.  Three things! 

-The first is smile! Can you do this with me? He is first making friends... 

-Then he invites them for dinner and he doest this… And that’s all. How many of you know he was doing? Turning the video on and putting the tape with Mark Finley’s sermons in. How many of you think you can do this? Making friends… God can use anyone! We all have to be involved in personal/friendship evangelism- making friends and sharing the gospel with them;
Christ’s Method: 

“Christ’s method alone will give true success in reaching the people. (Yes- there might be also other methods bringing success, but it tells us here that this is the one that will bring true success)The Saviour mingled with men as one who desire their good. He showed His sympathy for them, ministered to their needs, won their confidence, then He bade them ‘Follow Me.’” – Ministry of Healing, 143
1. Mingled with men…
Mingle? Matt. 5: “Ye are the salt…” 
It should go out of the salt-shaker and mingle with the food; (potatoes) 

Jesus was adding salt to the people where He was- he mingled among men; 

There is a really need for God’s people to go out and mingle; Go where the people are; 
Mingling: Making friends; Socializing, Who did He mingle with?

Matt. 8:1, 2- multitudes, leper -Who did Jesus ministered to? Who did He mingled with? The outcast of society; Those who are counted as unworthy;

8:5- He’s also ministering to the rich; 

He doesn’t make any difference! He sees them all as souls in need of Salvation!
2. Desired their good

*Christian Service: 116: “Go to your neighbors one by one, and come close to them till their hearts are warmed by your unselfish interest and love. Sympathize with them, pray with them, watch for opportunities to do them good…

Jesus not only genuinely cared for people, but he showed them that He cared! 

Watch for opportunities to do good to people! Take the initiative! 

-You see your neighbor needs help in the garden? Offer to help him! If they are sick, bring them something warm, offer to do the shopping for them; 

*Show that you care about them and that you desire their good. 
Have you heard this: People don’t care how much you know, until they know how much you care. One of the ways you can do this is by focusing more the conversation on the person you’re talking to rather than on yourself. Be genuinely interested in them. 

Here is a way that can help you when talking with people. There is this acronym in English: FORT- Family, Occupation. Religion, Testimony; This will help you get to know the person you are talking to and see if they have some spiritual interest. And if they do, and are open, here is how you can gradually get to these spiritual questions. 

*One easy thing you can most easily talk with people is their Families! 

This will show them you’re really interested and will open the conversation

 How is your family doing? 

Do you have any children?

Are you originally from this area?

In what area were you raised?

*Another thing about you can ask is their Occupation: 
-What kind of work do you do?

-How long have you worked there?

-What type of work did you do? (retired or unemployed)

-How do you like your job?
*Then we go to Religion: 

What has been your religious background?

Have you been a (Methodist) all your life?

Do you go to church? Atheist/not anymore… 

later/another time you can ask: Why? Ask open questions/Where did you use to go?
*Then if it can fit into the conversation, you can share your personal testimony: How you became a Christian- Your Personal Testimony: 
-“That which will be most effectual is the testimony of our own experience.” Desire of Ages, 347
-“As witnesses for Christ, we are to tell what we know, what we ourselves have seen and heard and felt… We can tell how we have tested His promise, and found the promise true.  We can bear witness to what we have known of the grace of Christ. This is the witness for which our Lord calls, and for want of which the world is perishing.”  DA pg. 340
My life before I accepted Christ was.../How I became a Christian.../My life since becoming a Christian...

I have recently been sharing with my friends some interesting Bible lessons that have meant much to me. May I share them with you?
(Matthew 10:32, 33)Our conversations should be opportunities to lift up Jesus.  We can tell others about the wonderful things He has done in our lives! They can argue with an information you share with them, but not with your personal experience!God has promised to give us the words with which to speak. And as we share How he has blessed us, people will start to long for the experience of which we speak, for the peace that only God can give!
Another acronym to remember when carrying a conversation is TOPICS. 
This is a more in depth way of initiating a conversation.

Today ;Occupation(Occupation and educational background)Place/Partner/Parents ; Interests- Hobbies;“What do you do for fun?”Current Events; Share- Share something about yourself
3. Showed Sympathy for their problems & situation
-Be good listeners! Listen to them! Many people just want someone to listen to them- they are burdened and need a friend who’ll simply listen…

-If you see people crying… Or looking very worried this is your opportunity to start a conversation! Ask them to share their problem. What do you do while they are sharing? LISTEN! Pray silently to God for wisdom how to answer! One thing you can do it to tell them you’re going to be praying for them! Even if they are not believers they will be touched! I’ve been surprised by the reaction of my unbeliever friends when I tell them I’ll pray/I’m praying for them! They are touched by the fact you think of them and that you desire their good! 

4. Ministered to their needs 
“Your success will not depend so much upon your knowledge and accomplishments, as upon your ability to find your way to the heart.” Gospel Workers, 193
We need to find out what their needs and interests are- to try to understand them! 

A friend recently said: “A hungry person doesn't care about the mark of the beast”

Lumi   Look for opportunities!

Here I must mention Health Evangelism- This is what will open many doors and hearts to the gospel today! If you haven’t read The Ministry of Healing, read it! One of the best books I’ve seen on this. 

-The survey- health lectures/ depression recovery/ stop smoking/ cooking classes
4. Won their confidence 
* When it comes to friendships and winning people for Christ, prayer is essential!

PRAY FOR OPPORTUNITIES  AND WATCH FOR OPPORTUNITIES to witness.  Intentionally build friendships. PRAY that God will bring to you people with whom you can share Jesus- people with spiritual interest in whom the Holy Spirit is already working. It’s not your work, but God’s, so ask God to show you where you can join Him! 
* (The man in the train/Gancho; Jenny/ Hanna- God always answers to the prayer: “Give me an opportunity to witness for you”)
* Assess your current friendships. 

Who are the people you are in touch that that you are not sharing Jesus with/haven’t shared Jesus with? And how can I reach them? Analyze/Pray; Share book/DVD as a gift… 

-Share Christ- Love, grace, forgiveness…

-When they come to church, find people who’ll intentionally welcome them and will be nice to them (warn the pastor- a visitor friendly sermon)

*Miroslava- A way to reach a person’s heart is to pray for them- doesn’t matter if they are an atheist There is nothing impossible for God. Be persistent in praying for your friends- especially the atheist, or those who you think will never get interested in the Bible!
6. Then bade them, “Follow Me.” 
She is reading The Desire of Ages (if she hasn’t read it already) The last time I checked she was on chapter 40 something… And I’m still on 30 something… But she shared with me: “Now I understand your ideals… And everything you’ve tried to tell me or show me all these years. I see now the high ideal you have! And I’ve been so stubborn rejecting this.” But she got here just because we’ve been friends all these years… “won their confidence, then He bade them ‘Follow Me.’”
With some people, in which the Holy Spirit has been working it’ll be faster. But with others it’ll take time… And your part is to be friends and to PRAY for these people! James 5:16
We do not develop friendships with people for the purpose of sharing the gospel with them. We develop friendships because we care for them, as an expression of God's love that is operating through us. We do it because it's a way of life for us, a lifestyle of service and giving. We do it because Christ is living in us and working through us. We do it because we live for others, not for ourselves. Yet, true friendship and true love will compel us to share the gospel. It will make a difference - having compassion on people and rescuing them from the fire. It is only as we share the truth of God's love and man's binding obligation to obey and surrender to the authority of God's word that we can develop a friendship that will last for eternity.
-  1 John 4:7,8- Note: True love for the individual is willing to suffer personal loss in order to give that person the opportunity to have eternal life- this might mean that sometimes you’ll have to share your own food with the hungry/stay up late to encourage those who are down… Giving your time, efforts, resources for the sake of blessing and sharing Jesus! And if I ever ask myself the question: “Isn’t it a bit too much?” the only thing I need to do it to look to Calvary. What did Jesus give for me? He wants us to love people with this love!
 “All over the world men and women are looking wistfully to heaven.  Prayers and tears and inquires go up from souls longing for light, for grace, for the Holy Spirit.  Many are on the verge of the kingdom, waiting only to be gathered in.”  (Acts of the Apostles, 109)
Would you like to bring joy to the heart of God? 

“Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost… JOY shall be in heaven over ONE sinner that repents.” Luke 15:6,7
Commitment to Christ:
I,_______________________________, by God’s power and grace dedicate my life to be used by Him to double my personal membership this year.  I will seek to win one soul to Christ and to train that person how to win a soul the following year.  Understanding that there is joy in heaven over one who repents, I will participate in doubling the joy of God and angels.

